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International Commerce Club Scholarship 2010
December 2009

Dear ICC Member
This year the International Commerce Club will award a minimum of one $500.00 scholarship.  We hope to receive several applications.  Eligible candidates will meet the following requirements:

· Applicant must be an ICC member, spouse, child, or grandchild of a member

·  Applicant must be in an accredited college or university in an undergraduate or graduate program, and submit a copy of a recent college/university transcript.

·  Applicant must have completed at least one year at college/university with at least a "B" average.  (3.0 equivalent)

·  Special consideration will be given to a student in an International Business or a business related major, e.g. transportation or logistics.

·  Applicant must submit a completed ICC scholarship application (attached) with an essay of minimum 250 words and maximum of 1000 words, double-spaced.  The essay should explain why the applicant has chosen his/her field of study and outline his/her career objectives.  The essay topics to choose from this year are: 

1) In February of this year, on votes of 246-183 in the House and 60-38 in the Senate, Congress passed the biggest economic stimulus package of all time, which included Buy America provisions. Here's the final version of the language: 

    Sec. 1605. Use of American Iron, Steel, and Manufactured Goods. (a) None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available by this Act may be used for a project for the construction, alteration, maintenance, or repair of a public building or public work unless all of the iron, steel, and manufactured goods used in the project are produced in the United States. 
In a similar vein, President Barack Obama imposed duties limiting the import of $1.7 billion worth of auto tires from China, acting on a complaint brought by the United Steelworkers. 

China has begun to retaliate through tariff impositions on poultry from the United States. 

Do you think this is the start of protectionism or just a temporary phase? How do you see its impact on international trade and shipping industry? 
2) Global protection of Intellectual Property (IP) and enforcement of IP rights (IPRs) are arguably fundamental to economic development, global trade, and foreign investment as the right to private property is to free market development.  The Agreement on Trade–Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Right (TRIPs) formulated in the World Trade Organization (WTO) Uruguay Round gives the WTO authority to enforce IPRs on its members.  Anyone, or any nation which could further an argument for reducing, modifying, or delaying the enforcement of IPRs would seem to be taking an unreasonable position, ostensibly against the rules of free market engagement. However, this is exactly the position undertaken by many developing and less developed nations.  The ensuing controversy is at the nexus of multiple critical issues - public health, climate control, bioengineering, technology transfer, sustainable economic development, alleviation of poverty, and freer global trade. 

a) Discuss the pros and cons of loosening IPRs enforcement, paying close attention to “the need for all our peoples to benefit from the increased opportunities and welfare gains that the multilateral trading system generates …and to ensure that developing countries, and especially the least-developed among them, secure a share in the growth of world trade commensurate with the needs of their economic development” (DOHA WTO Ministerial Declaration, 2001, http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/minist_e/min01_e/mindecl_e.htm).  

b) Evaluate the opposing national arguments/positions related to IPRs on a specific issue in the area of public health, or climate control with regard to global trade, foreign investment and sustainable economic development. 

Please email or mail completed application and essay, PRIOR TO MARCH 31, 2010 to:

Karin Alfonso
RCL Agencies, Inc. 
842 CLIFTON AVENUE

SUITE ONE

CLIFTON, NJ 07013

Karin.Alfonso@oceanfreight.com

INTERNATIONAL COMMERCE CLUB SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

APPLICANT’S FULL NAME
_________________________________________________________

COLLEGE / UNIVERSITY 
_________________________________________________________


CITY
__________________________
 STATE
  ____________

MAJOR FIELD _____________
CURRENT CLASS STATUS ________
DEGREE DATE ______

HOME ADDRESS
________________________________________________________________

SCHOOL ADDRESS
________________________________________________________________

FOR WHAT BUSINESS / PROFESSION ARE YOU PREPARING:

______________________________________________________________________________________

NUMBER OF CREDITS YOU PLAN TO COMPLETE IN THE NEXT ACADEMIC YEAR  _________

CUMMULATIVE POINT OR GRADE AVERAGE AT PRESENT
____________________________

HIGH SCHOOL ATTENDED
_________________________________________________________

OTHER COLLEGES / UNIVERSITIES ATTENDED Please indicate years spent at each school and location   
______________________________________________________________________________________

WHAT COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP OR HONORS HAVE YOU HELD  Please indicate when

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

PERSONAL DATA

PARENT’S OR GUARDIAN’S NAME

HOME PHONE 
__________________________
WORK PHONE
   __________________________

OCCUPATION 
__________________________
EMPLOYER
   __________________________

RESIDENCE
_______________________________________________________________________

LIST THE EXTRACURRICULAR AND OUT OF SCHOOL ACTIVITIES IN, WHICH YOU PARTICIPATE, THE ORGANIZATIONS YOU BELONG TO, AND ANY OFFICES HELD THEREIN.  

(For example – church groups, student societies,  publication staffs, etc.)  ______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________
THIS CERTIFIES THAT THIS APPLICATION AND ATTACHMENTS WERE COMPLETED BY ME, AND THAT ALL ENTRIES ON IT AND INFORMATION IN IT ARE TRUE AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.  (REPLIES TO ALL QUESTIONS CONTAINED HEREIN WILL BE KEPT IN THE STRICTEST OF CONFIDENCE BY THE ICC SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE.)

DATE 
_____________
APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE
___________________________________






