[image: A logo of a company

Description automatically generated]
                                                                        
                                                                 2026 ICC essay questions;
Overview 
In 2000, more than 25 major container steamship lines operated globally, with the five largest carriers controlling over 50 percent of worldwide container volume. The bankruptcy of Hanjin Shipping in 2017 marked a significant turning point for the industry and accelerated a new era of mergers, acquisitions, alliances, and carrier consolidation. Today, approximately 10 major carriers dominate the global container shipping market.
 
Mandatory Question- Prepare a five-to-six-page analysis addressing the following:
 
Identify the 25 leading container shipping lines operating in the early 2000s. Trace the industry’s consolidation from those 25 carriers to the 10 major global carriers operating today. What has been the effect for to the day-to-day consumer, shippers and for the future ocean carrier industry itself? 

Choose one of the remaining following (3–4-page response):
 
2. In what ways is AI relevant to modern supply chain management? Be specific in your response and include real-world applications.
 
3. What should a resilient supply chain look like in 2036? How will domestic and international supply chain models compare in their ability to deliver cost efficiency, agility, risk mitigation, and long-term competitive advantage?
 
4. Is it possible for companies to achieve sustainability while maintaining competitive costs and delivery speed? Explain your position.
 
5. How can ports, trucking companies, railroads, warehouses and shippers work together to improve long-term performance. (Give specific examples)
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